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This talk will examine how the qualities of sound figure in the production and maintenance of such social relations as publics and political communities and such ethical orientations as the disapproval of discrimination and respect for human rights. The talk compares two political strategies deployed by the Japanese Buraku Liberation League, each designed to construct a public opprobrious of discrimination: the denunciation session and the human rights symposium. Each of these strategies relies on the use of sound as much as they rely on and work to create politically and ethically engaged publics. In my talk, I will contrast the pragmatic mechanics by which these strategies interpret sound as quality-bearing, the sonic features of each strategy, and the ramifications for the creation and perpetuation of political publics.

